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MAY MEETING: 
Dr. Thomas Dillon: 

“St. Thomas Aquinas: 
A Saint for Today” 

QUERY:  I know there’s a dis-
tinction between immoral and il-
legal behavior.  At what point is 
it appropriate to make an im-
moral behavior also illegal?  Is 
there some teaching of Catholic 
moral theology about this? 
 

ANSWER: The Holy Father’s Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, in its weighty and 
well-written declaration Quaestio de abortu 
published in 1874, gives us an example of the 
Catholic understanding of the relation between 
the moral order and the positive law: 
     “The law is not required to punish every 
wrong, but it may not itself go against a law 
which is more profound and more lofty than any 
human law: the natural law which is written by 
the Creator in the heart of Man as a norm which 
his reason discovers, seeks to formulate, and al-
ways must make the effort of understanding bet-
ter, but which it is always evil to contradict. The 
human law can decide not to punish a particular Immoral v. Illegal (Continued on page 2)   
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that prosperity is 
not necessarily a  

sign of favor: 
“Prosperity  

hinders  
conversion and 

causes vices  
to increase.”  

Official Publication of the St. Thomas More Society 

Editor’s Note: 
“Ad Veritatem” 

 is Latin for  
“toward the truth”. 

     This month’s speaker will be Dr. Thomas 
Dillon, President of Thomas Aquinas College.  
Dr. Dillon received his B.A. in Liberal Arts 
from St. Mary’s College in 1968 and then 
earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in Philosophy from 
the University of Notre Dame. Dr. Dillon serves 
on both federal and state advisory committees 
regarding education. Dedicated to intellectual 
and spiritual objectives of Thomas Aquinas Col-
lege’s “Great Books” curriculum, Dr. Dillon has 
been prominent in academic forums, as well as 
on television, radio and in print in publicly de-
fending and promoting the importance of Catho-
lic education faithful to the Magisterium of the 
Church. He has also been an outspoken advo-
cate of Pope John Paul II’s apostolic constitu-
tion on catholic higher education, Ex Corde Ec-
clesiae. Married for 34 years, he and his wife 
Theresa have 4 children and 4 grandchildren. 
     For more information, contact Dave Belz at 
(949) 347-0447 dbelz@kuhnbelz.com or Anne 
Lanphar at (714) 800-3225 alanphar@firstam.
com.  V 
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“The unholy like religion in the same way they like lions:  

either dead or behind bars;  

they fear religion when it breaks loose  

and begins to challenge their consciences.” V 

Fulton J. Sheen SIMPLE TRUTHS 

(Continued from page 1) Immoral v. Illegal 
wrong, but it cannot make morally right that 
which is contrary to the natural law, since such 
an opposition suffices to make a law no longer a 
law.” (Quaestion de abortu, 21) 
     It’s not at all Catholic to hold that everything 
which is wrong should be illegal. St. Thomas 
Aquinas points out that the human law should 
require and forbid only matters which fit the de-
gree of virtue possessed by the general run of 
the citizens, and which serve the common good.  
Thus laws would not be formed which concern 
only individual goods, or degrees of virtue 
which exceed that which is ordinarily reached in 
a given society.  This is because they would not 
be possible to observe or enforce, and so law 
would not be taken seriously. In his Summa 
Theologiae, Aquinas says: 
     “Human law is framed for a number of hu-
man beings, the majority of whom are not per-
fect in virtue.  Wherefore human laws do not 
forbid vices from which the virtuous abstain, but 
only the more grievous vices, from which it is 
possible for the majority to abstain, and chiefly 
those which are to the hurt of others, without the 
prohibition of which a human society could not 
be maintained: thus human law prohibits mur-
der, theft, and suchlike.” (S.T. I-II, p.96, a. 2) 
     In our culture, we have a mentality which 
determines the morality of a thing by its legality: 
if it’s legal, its morally okay; if it’s illegal, it’s 
morally wrong. Morality is thus strongly influ-
enced by human law, much more than it should 
be. This attitude is called “legal positivism” in 
philosophy. This legalistic view of morals is the 
result of two things: the impact of the Protestant 
refusal to distinguish between mortal and venial 
sins, and the false conception of human freedom 
which was inherited from the so-called 
“Enlightenment” of the 18th century. 
     For the classical Protestant, there is no inner, 

theological or philosophical basis for determin-
ing the seriousness of a sin, because all sins are 
of equal malice in the eyes of God. Thus the 
civil law must serve as a practical guide. That is 
why Protestants are more likely to desire to out-
law various kinds of sins for the purpose of 
moral instruction than are Catholics generally. 
The lax Protestant cultural attitude is, “Well, it 
may be wrong, but at least it’s not illegal.” The 
lax Catholic, on the other hand, is more likely to 
say: “Even if it’s illegal, it’s no sin.” 
     The “Age of Reason” made human freedom 
the most fundamental principle of society, and 
thus the attitude arose that anyone is free to do 
whatever he is not forbidden to do by law, 
which exists simply as a restraint on his individ-
ual liberty. Thus there’s the tendency to legalize 
everything which an individual finds necessary 
for his personal “happiness,” even it it’s against 
the natural law. 
     The result of these tendencies is the type of 
relation between morality and law we see in  
America, where many states made practically 
unenforceable and surprisingly detailed laws 
against various unchaste actions committed in 
private, and now seek to show their approval of 
individual liberty by “legalizing” these same ac-
tions. The Catholic principle given above is 
more sensible: the law does not have to punish 
every vice, but it cannot make right those acts 
which are contrary to the natural law. 
     To sum up, it might be said that three princi-
ples govern the Catholic approach to human 
law: conformity to the natural law, possibility of 
observance, and enforceability. A law is no law 
if it does not conform to the natural law, and it is 
harmful to law generally if it cannot be observed 
or enforced. This is a view which strikes a mod-
ern American as both more "conservative” and 
more “liberal” than the Protestant and positivist 
approach he is used to. V 
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     You are reading this because you are interested 
in taking your spiritual life more seriously from this 
point on. You heartily assent to one of the key 
points of the Second Vatican Council: the 
importance of the doctrine of the universal call to 
holiness. You also know that Jesus is the one way 
to holiness, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 
The secret of holiness is constant prayer which 
could be defined as continual 
contact with the Holy Trinity, 
“Pray always and do not lose 
heart.” (Luke 18:1)  

     There are various ways to 
come to know Jesus. We are 
going to speak briefly about 
some of them in this article. You 
want to come to know, love and 
serve Jesus the same way you 
learn to love and stay in love 
with anybody: your spouse, 
family members, and close 
friends, i.e. by spending a 
considerable amount of time 
with him on a regular and, in 
this case, daily basis. The 
payoff, if you will, is the only 
true happiness in this life and the 
vision of God in the next. There 
are no easy substitutes. 
Sanctification is a work of a 
lifetime and it requires our determined effort to 
cooperate with God's sanctifying grace coming 
through the sacraments.  

     The seven daily habits that I propose to you are 
the morning offering, spiritual reading (New 
Testament and a spiritua l book suggested to you by 
your spiritual advisor), the Holy Rosary, Holy 
Mass, and Communion, at least fifteen minutes of 
mental prayer, the recitation of the Angelus at 

noon, and a brief examination of conscience at 
night.  

     These are the principal means to achieve 
holiness. If you are a person who wants to bring 
Christ to others through your friendship, these are 
the instruments by which you store up the spiritual 
energy that will enable you to so. Apostolic action 
without the sacraments and a deep solid interior life 

will in the long run be 
ineffective. You can be sure that 
all the saints incorporated in one 
way or another all of these 
habits into their daily routine. 
Your goal is to be like them, 
contemplatives in the middle of 
the world.  

     I want to stress several points 
before examining the habits.  

     One, remember that growing 
in these daily habits, just like 
taking on a diet or a physical 
exercise program, is a gradual 
work in progress. Don't expect 
to insert all seven or even two or 
three of these in your daily 
schedule immediately, any more 
than you would attempt a 5K 
race after not having run 
regularly, or attempting to play 

Liszt after your third piano lesson. This haste 
would be inviting failure and God wants you to 
succeed at both your pace and His. You should 
work closely with your spiritual advisor, and 
gradually and fruitfully incorporate the habits into 
your life over a period of time in a way that fits 
your particular situation. It may even be that your 
life circumstances require a modification of the 
seven habits.  

Seven Habits (Continued on page 4) 

The Seven Daily Habits of  
Holy Apostolic People 

 
                             Reverend C. John McCloskey, III, STD 

You are reading this 
because you are  

interested in taking 
your spiritual life 
more seriously…..

(and) assent to one of 
the key points of the 

Second Vatican 
Council: the  

importance of the 
doctrine of the  
universal call  
to holiness.  
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(Continued from page 3) Seven Habits 
     Second, at the same time you must make a firm 
commitment with the help of the Holy Spirit and 
your special intercessors, to make them the priority 
of your life -- more important than meals, sleep, work 
and recreation. I want to make it clear that these 
habits cannot be acquired on the run. That is not the 
way we want to deal with people we love. They must 
be done when we are most alert, during the day, in a 
place that is silent and without distractions, where it 
is easy to put ourselves in God's presence and address 
him. After all, is not eternal life more important than 
our temporal life? All that will remain at the time of 
your particular judgment will be the amount of the 
love of God in your heart.  

     Third, I want to point out that living the seven 
daily habits is not a zero sum game. You are not 
losing time but rather, in reality, gaining it. I have 
never met a person who lived them on a daily basis 
who became a less productive worker as a result, or a 
worse spouse, or who had less time for his friends, or 
could no longer grow in his cultural life. Quite the 
contrary, God always rewards those who put him 
first. Our Lord will multiply our time amazingly as 
he did with those few loaves and fishes that fed the 
multitude with plenty left over. You can be sure that 
Pope John Paul II, Mother Theresa, or St. Maximilian 
Kolbe pray, or prayed, a lot more than the one and 
one-half hours that is required for the seven daily 
habits spread throughout the day.  

     The first habit is the morning offering, when you 
kneel down and using your own words, or a formula, 
you briefly offer up all the day ahead for God's glory. 
What is not so simple is what has to happen before 
the offering. As the founder of Opus Dei put it 
“Conquer yourself each day from the very first 
moment, getting up on the dot, at a set time, without 
granting a single minute to laziness. If with the help 
of God, you conquer yourself in the moment, you 
have accomplished a great deal for the rest of the 
day. It's so discouraging to find yourself beaten in the 
first skirmish” (The Way, 191). In my pastoral 
experience, those who can live the “heroic moment” 
in the morning and in the evening going to bed on 
time will have both the physical and spiritual energy 
throughout the day to stop what they are doing in 
order to live the other habits.  

     The second habit is at least 15 minutes of silent 
prayer. Over time you may want to augment this with 
an extra 15 minutes at another time during the day. 
After all, who will not seek more time with such 
excellent company? Prayer is simply one on one 
direct conversation with Jesus Christ, preferably 
before the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle. This 
is your “face time” or “quality time” if you will, 
when you can open up in speaking about what is on 
your mind and in your heart. At the same time you 
will be able to acquire the habit of listening carefully 
and prayerfully like another Mary (Lk. 10:38-42) to 
see what Jesus is asking of you and what he wants to 
give you. It is there that we come to understand his 
saying, “Without Me, you can do nothing.”  

     The third habit is fifteen minutes of spiritual 
reading, usually consisting of a few minutes of 
systematic reading of the New Testament to identify 
ourselves with the words and actions of our Savior, 
and the rest of the time spent on a classic book of 
Catholic spirituality recommended by your spiritual 
advisor. As Bl. Josemaria Escriva puts it, “Don't 
neglect your spiritual reading. Reading has made 
many saints” (The Way, 116). In a way it is the most 
practical of our habits because over the course of 
years of practicing it we will read many times the life 
of Christ and acquire the wisdom of saints and the 
Church by reading dozens of books which enlighten 
our intellect so we can put the ideas expressed there 
into action.  

     The fourth daily habit is participating in Holy 
Mass and receiving Holy Communion in the state of 
grace. This is the most important habit of all the 
seven (cfr. John 6:22-65). As such, it has to be at the 
very center of our interior life and consequently our 
day. It is the most intimate act possible to man. There 
we encounter the living Christ, participate in the 
renewal of His sacrifice for us and unite body soul, to 
the Risen Christ and ourselves. As Pope John Paul II 
says in his Apostolic Exhortation, Ecclesia in 
America: “The Eucharist is the living and lasting 
center around which the entire community of the 
Church gathers” (no. 35).  

     The fifth daily habit takes but a moment or two. It 
is to stop what we are doing to pray the Angelus or 
Regina Coeli prayer to our Blessed Mother, 

Seven Habits (Continued on page 5) 
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The Reverend C. John McCloskey, III, STD, is a priest of the 
Prelature of Opus Dei and is the Director of the Catholic Informa-
tion Center of the Archdiocese of Washington. A native of Wash-
ington, D.C., he graduated from Columbia University majoring in 
Economics in l975. After having worked professionally on Wall 
Street for some years, he studied in Rome and Spain where he 
received his doctorate in Theology with a specialty in Church His-
tory. He was ordained in l981 in Spain by Cardinal Roger 
Etchegaray and has spent most of his pastoral work as a priest 
dealing with university students and priests on the East Coast. 
Father C. John has done extensive work in radio and television, 
most notably at EWTN where he has hosted series on Cardinal 
Newman and Catholic authors and has worked as a commentator 
on Papal trips. He serves as an adviser to Christendom College, 
the Coming Home Network, Culture of Life, and to Single Catho-
lics. He is the U.S. representative for the ecclesiastical faculties of 
the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome and the Uni-
versity of Navarre in Pamplona Spain. Father McCloskey is an 
avid squash player.  

(Continued from page 4) Seven Habits 
according to the liturgical season, each day at noon. 
This is a Catholic custom that goes back many 
centuries. It is a wonderful way both to greet our 
Blessed Mother for a moment, as any good child 
remembers his mother during the day and meditate 
on the Incarnation and Resurrection of our Lord, 
which give such meaning to our entire existence.  

     The sixth habit is also Marian -- praying the Holy 
Rosary each day and meditating on its mysteries, 
which surround the life of Our Lord and Our Lady. 
As Bl. Josemaria puts it “For those who use their 
intelligence and their study as a weapon, the Rosary 
is most effective, because this apparently monotonous 
way of beseeching Our Lady, as children do their 
mother, can destroy every seed of vainglory and 
pride.” (Furrow, 474). The Rosary is a habit that, 
once acquired, is hard to break. By repeating words 
of love to Mary and offering up each decade for our 
intentions, we take the shortcut to Jesus, which is to 
pass through the heart of Mary. He cannot refuse her 
anything!  

     The seventh habit is the brief examination of 
conscience at night before going to bed. Again the 
holy Founder of Opus Dei says “Examination of 
conscience. A daily task. Bookkeeping -- never 
neglected by anyone in business. And is there any 
business worth more than that of eternal life?” (The 
Way, 235). You sit down, call on the Holy Spirit for 
light and for several minutes go over your day in 
God's presence asking if you behaved as a child of 
God at home, at work, with your friends. You also 
look at that one particular area which you have 
identified with the help of spiritual direction in which 
you know you need to improve in order to become a 
saint. You may also take a quick look to see if you 
have been faithful to those daily habits that we have 
discussed in this article. Then you make an act of 
gratitude for all the good that you have done and an 
act of contrition for those areas in which you have 
willfully failed. Then it is off to your well-deserved 
rest, which you strive to make holy through your 
interior dialogue with the Holy Trinity and your 
mother Mary as you drift off to sleep.  

     If a person honestly looks at their day, no matter 
how busy he is, (and I never seem to meet people 
who admit they are not busy unless they are 

permanently retired), he can usually find that he 
wastes some time each day. Think of that needless 
extra cup of coffee when you might have been able to 
drop by and visit the Blessed Sacrament for 15 
minutes before beginning work. Or the half-hour or 
much more wasted on watching vapid and inane 
television programs or videos. Then there is the 
commuting time spent sleeping on the train, or 
listening to the radio in the car that could be used for 
the Rosary. How about that newspaper that could be 
read in ten minutes rather than twenty minutes, 
leaving room for your spiritual reading? And that 
lunch which could be finished in a half-hour, leaving 
time for noon Mass? Don't forget that half hour spent 
frittering away time at the end of the day when you 
could have done some good spiritual reading, 
examined your conscience and gone to bed at a fixed 
time restoring your energy for the next day's battles. 
The list goes on. Make up your own. Be honest with 
yourself, and with God.  

     These habits, lived well, enable us to obey the 
second part of the great commandment “to love our 
neighbor as ourselves.” We are on earth, as was the 
Lord, “to serve and not to be served.” This can only 
be achieved by our gradual transformation into 
another Christ through prayer and the sacraments. To 
live the seven habits will enable us to become holy 
and apostolic, always, assured that when we fail in 
something big or small, we always have the loving 
Father awaiting us in the Sacrament of Penance and 
the prayerful help of our spiritual advisor to put us 
back on the right track. V 
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                                                THE THREE RED MARBLES  
  
      During the waning years of the depression in a small south eastern Idaho community, I used to stop by 
Mr. Miller's roadside stand for farm-fresh produce as the season made it available. Food and money were 
still extremely scarce and bartering was used, extensively. One particular day Mr. Miller was bagging some 
new potatoes for me. I noticed a small boy, delicate of bone and feature ragged but clean, hungrily 
apprising a basket of freshly picked green peas.  
     I paid for my potatoes but was also drawn to the display of fresh green peas. I am a pushover for 
creamed peas and new potatoes. Pondering the peas, I couldn't help overhearing the conversation 
between Brother Miller and the ragged boy next to me.  
     "Hello Barry, how are you today?"    
     "H'lo, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank ya. Jus' admirin' them peas ...sure look good."  
     "They are good, Barry. How's your Ma?"       
     "Fine. Gittin' stronger alla' time."  
     "Good. Anything I can help you with?"  
     "No, Sir. Jus' admirin' them peas."  
     "Would you like to take some home?"  
     "No, Sir. Got nuthin' to pay for 'em with."  
     "Well, what have you to trade me for some of those peas?"  
     "All I got's my prize marble here."  
     "Is that right? Let me see it."  
     "Here 'tis. She's a dandy."  
     "I can see that. Hmmmm, only thing is this one is blue and I sort  of go for red. Do you have a red 
one like this at home?" "Not 'zackley  ...but, almost."  
     "Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home with you and next trip this way let me look at that red 
marble."  
     "Sure will. Thanks, Mr. Miller."  
     Mrs. Miller, who had been standing nearby, came over to help me. With a smile she said: "There 
are two other boys like him in our community, all three are in very poor circumstances. Jim just loves 
to bargain with them for peas, apples, tomatoes or whatever. When they come back with their red 
marbles, and they always do, he decides he doesn't like red after all and he sends them home with a 
bag of produce for a green marble or an orange one, perhaps."  
     I left the stand, smiling to myself, impressed with this man. A short time later I moved to Utah but 
I never forgot the story of this man, the boys and their bartering. Several years went by each more 
rapid than the previous one.  
     Just recently I had occasion to visit some old friends in that Idaho community and while I was 
there learned that Mr. Miller had died. They were having his viewing that evening and knowing my 
friends wanted to go, I agreed to accompany them. Upon our arrival at the mortuary we fell into line to 
meet the relatives of the deceased and to offer whatever words of comfort we could. Ahead of us in 
line were three young men.  
     One was in an army uniform and the other two wore nice haircuts, dark suits and white shirts ... 
very professional looking. They approached Mrs. Miller, standing smiling and composed, by her 
husband's casket.  
     Each of the young men hugged her, kissed her on the cheek, spoke briefly with her and moved on 
to the casket. Her misty light blue eyes followed them as, one by one, each young man stopped briefly 
and placed his own warm hand over the cold pale hand in the casket. Each left the mortuary, 
awkwardly, wiping his eyes. Our turn came to meet Mrs. Miller. I told her who I was and mentioned 
the story she had told me about the marbles.  
     Eyes glistening  she took my hand and led me to the casket. "Those three young men, that just left, 
were the boys I told you about. They just told me how they appreciated the things Jim 'traded' them. 
Now, at last, when Jim could not change his mind about color or size...they came to pay their debt."  
     "We've never had a great deal of the wealth of this world," she confided, "but, right now, Jim 
would consider himself the richest man in Idaho."  With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless 
fingers of her deceased husband. Resting underneath were three, magnificently shiny, red marbles.  
  We will not be remembered by our words, but by our kind deeds. V 
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 The Writings of Thomas More 
MORE ON THE TRUE CHURCH 

After being condemned in his trial, More made a final statement before being condemned to death. Aware 
that his words would echo throughout England, throughout Europe, and throughout subsequent history, Sir 
Thomas More now brought  into full play all of the rhetorical power and legal expertise that a lifetime of 
training had placed at his disposal. Challenging the very ground on which Audley and the rest of the judges 
intended to condemn him, he said: 
 

Inasmuch, my lord, as this indictment is grounded upon an Act of 
Parliament directly repugnant to the laws of God and His Holy 
Church, the supreme government of which, or of any part thereof, 
may no temporal prince presume by an y law to take upon him, as 
rightfully belonging to the See of Rome, a spiritual preeminence 
by the mouth of our Savior Himself, personally present upon the 
earth, only to St. Peter and his successors, bishops of the same 
See, by special prerogative guaranteed, it is therefore in law 
among Christian men insufficient to charge any Christian man. 

 

Thomas More: A Portrait of Courage                             By: Gerard B. Wegemer                    (Pg.  215) V  

 

*Latin for “To turn truth into laughter” 

     After creating heaven and earth, God created 
Adam and Eve. And the first thing he said was, 
“Don't.”  

     “Don't what?” Adam replie d.  

     “Don't eat the forbidden fruit,” God said.  

     “Forbidden fruit? We have forbidden fruit? Hey, 
Eve we have forbidden  fruit!”   

     “No way!”  

     “Yes, way!”  

     “Do NOT eat the fruit!” said God.  

     “Why?” 

     “Because I am your Father and I said so!” God 
replied, (wondering why He hadn't stopped creation 
after making the elephants).  

     A few minutes later, God saw His children hav-
ing an apple break and was He ticked!  

     “Didn't I tell you not to eat the fruit?” God, as 
our first parent, asked?  

     “Uh huh,” Adam replied.  

     “Then why did you?” said the Father.  

     “I don't know,” said Eve.  

     “She started it!” Adam said.  

     “Did not!” 

     “Did too!”  

     “DID NOT!” 

     Having had it with the two of them, God's pun-
ishment was that Adam and Eve should have chil-
dren of their own. Thus, the pattern was set, and it 
has never changed!  

     But there is reassurance in this story... If you 
have persistently and lovingly 
tried to give children wisdom, and 
they haven't taken it, don't be hard 
on yourself. If God had trouble 
raising children, what makes you 
think it would be a piece of cake 
for you? V 



Ad Veritatem Page 8 

        
         

Scriptural Corner: 
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, they took 
him with them just as he was, in the boat.  And other boats were with him. And a great storm of wind arose, and the waves 
beat into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him 
and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! 
Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” And 
they were filled with awe, and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even wind and sea obey him?”  Mark 4:35-41 
 
Comment from the Navarre Bible:*  
The episode of the calming of the storm, the memory of which must often have helped the Apostles regain their serenity in the 
midst of struggles and difficulties, also helps us never lose the supernatural way of looking at things: a Christian’s life is like a 
ship: “As a vessel on the sea is exposed to a thousand dangers —pirates, quicksands, hidden rocks, tempests—so man in this 
life, is encompassed with perils, arising from the temptations of hell, from the occasions of sin, from the scandals or bad coun-
sels of men, from human respect, and above all from the passions of corrupt nature […}. This should not cause him to lose 
confidence.  Rather […] when you find yourself assaulted by a violent passion […] take whatever steps you can to avoid the 
occasions [of sin] and place your reliance on God […]: when the tempest is violent, the pilot never takes his eyes from the light 
which guides him to port.  In like manner, we should keep our eyes always turned to God, who alone can deliver us from the 
many dangers to which we are exposed.”  (St. Augustine, Sermon 51; for the fourth Sunday after Epiphany).   

*The Navarre Bible, an edition of Sacred Scripture prepared by members of the Faculty of Theology of Navarre  University, consists of the New Vulgate, 
the Revised Standard Version and commentaries.  V 

 

 

SPECIAL PAPAL PRAYER REQUEST 
Pope John Paul recently spoke of his forthcoming pilgrimage to Greece, Syria and Malta, and asked the faithful to accompany him 
in prayer “on this trip which is so meaningful to me.”  Pope John Paul leaves the morning of May 4 for Greece. He will travel to 
Syria on May 5 and will go to Malta on the 8th for the final leg of his pilgrimage. At today's audience the Pope said he was 
“fulfilling a desire, expressed within the perspective of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, to go personally to pray where God's 
initiative for the salvation of man was concretely expressed. After having been on the Sinai, where God revealed Himself to Moses, 
and in the Holy Land, I am now about to leave for several cities linked in special ways to St. Paul. My pilgrimage in the footsteps 
of the great apostle will be a return to the roots of the Church.”  The Holy Father said his trip would take him to Athens, “in 
whose areopago St. Paul gave a very illuminating speech about the encounter of the Gospel message with an important culture 
like that of Greece. I will then proceed to Damascus, the place which evokes the conversion of Saul, and lastly, Malta where the 
apostle of the people was shipwrecked as he was being brought to Rome as a prisoner.”  In asking for prayers for his trip, John 
Paul II said: “May this be a happy occasion to increase understanding with our Orthodox brothers, favoring further advances on 
the path to the full unity of Christians. I also hope that my visit to Syria and, in particular, the great mosque of Damascus will help 
to reinforce interreligious dialogue with the followers of Islam.”   V  

THE HOLY FATHER  
The Roman Pontiff, as the successor of Peter, 

is the perpetual and visible principle and 
foundation of unity of both the  

bishops and of the faithful.  
LUMEN GENTIUM, 23 
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PLEASE SUPPORT PLEASE SUPPORT   
OUR SPONSORS!OUR SPONSORS!  

 

 E 
      F 
           A 

Economic and Financial Analytics, Inc. 
18837 Brookhurst Street, Suite 204, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
Additional Office Locations : Riverside * San Diego * Ventura  

(714) 964-9147* FAX: (714) 964-9167 

Ronald C. Gable, M.A., CFP 

Forensic Economics and Finance: 
♦ Economic Loss/Damages In: 

                     Personal Injury 
                     Wrongful Death/Termination 
                     Professional Malpr actice 
                     Business Disputes 
 

♦ Post-Mortem A-B-C Trust Asset Division 
                     Analysis for Surviving Spouse: 
                            Capital Gains 
                            Liquidity 
                            Income  
 

♦ Financial Planning: 
              Standard of Care 
              Suitability 
              Evaluation of Securities Integrated 
                 with Income Tax, Retirement Plan, 
                 Estate Plan & Family Considerations  

 

John (Jay) McCauley, Esq. 
610 Newport Center Drive Suite 1010, Newport Beach, CA 92626 

(949) 644-2922  FAX (949) 644-9627 
info@mccauleylaw.com 

Website: www.mediate.com/mccauley 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 
X Harvard Law School (JD, cum laude, 1980) 

X Adjunct Professor, Arbitration & Mediation Loyola Law School 

X AV rated attorney with 20 years experience in complex 
business, employment and real estate litigation 

X Former Partner— Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker 

X Arbitrator, American Arbitration Association 

X Mediator, certified through the Institute for Dispute Resolution, 
Pepperdine Law School (1997) 

X Associate Member, International Academy of Mediators  

X Co-Chair, Orange County Bar Association ADR Committee 

X Judge Pro Tem, Orange County Superior Court (since 1989) 

X Frequent speaker, Continuing Education Programs on Design of 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Systems 

 

First American Title 
Insurance Company 

 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
Joseph H. Torres, M.Ed. 

Vocational Rehabilitation  ♦ Expert Witness Services 

VOCATIONAL ASSESSMENTS 
♦ Employability Analysis 
♦ Academic/Vocational Assessment 
♦ Transferable Skills Analysis 
♦ Career/Vocational Counseling 
♦ Labor Market/Training Facility Research 
♦ Development of Rehabilitation Plans 
♦ Mexico Plans 
♦ Job Seeking Skills 

     Preparation 
♦ Job Placement 

THE THOMAS MORE SOCITHE THOMAS MORE SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTYETY OF ORANGE COUNTY IS A 501( IS A 501(cc))((3) CORPORATION. 3) CORPORATION.   
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.  DUCTIBLE.  V   

PHYSICAL ASSESSMENTS 
♦ Physical Tolerance Assessment 
♦ Functional Capacity Evaluation 
♦ Work Hardening Programs 
♦ Upper Extremity Evaluations 
♦ Manual Dexterity Evaluations 

Bilingual/Bicultural  ♦  English/Spanish 

SERVICE OFFICES: 
 

Fountain Valley  
Long Beach  
Santa Fe Springs  
San Diego  
Riverside  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 
 

902 N. Grand Ave., Suite 101-C 
Santa Ana CA 92701 
(714)  667-8020  Telephone 
(714) 667-8711  Fax 
Email: careerdv@pacbell.net 

 

 

www.firstam.com 
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AD VERITATEM 
St. Thomas More Society 
28202 Cabot Road 
Suite 215 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677  
Attn: David Belz 
dbelz@kuhnbelz.com 

Our 
Next 
Meeting: 

 
 

MANY RELIGIONS, ONE COVENANT  
 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger  
 

     In Many Religions, One Covenant, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger spans the deep divides in mod-
ern Catholic scholarship to present a compelling biblical theology, modern in its concerns yet 
classical in its breadth. It is his classical mastery, his ressourcement, that enables the Cardinal to 
build a bridge.  
     Cardinal Ratzinger seeks to deepen our understanding of the Bible’s most fundamental princi-
ple. The covenant defines religion for Christians and Jews. We cannot discern God’s design or his 

will if we do not meditate upon his covenant.  
     The covenant, then, is the principle that unites the New Testament with the Old, the Scriptures with Tradition, 
and each of the various branches of theology with all the others. The covenant does more than bridge the gaps be-
tween these elements; it fills in the gaps, so that biblical scholarship, dogmatic theology, and magesterial authority 
all stand on common ground — solid ground.  
     “A book we have long awaited. By renewing the Church’s appreciation of the new covenant, Cardinal 
Ratzinger proposes a fully integrated Christian life, with Christ at the center of the Scriptures, but also at the cen-
ter of the Church today. For in the Eucharist he is still, as ever, fulfilling the old covenant and ratifying the new.”  

—Scott Hahn 
Length: 120 pages                                                               Price:  $11.95                                                                      ISBN: 0898707536  V 

From the Library 

WHEN:   Wednesday  May 16th  @ NOON (Lunch) $10            
TOPIC:    “St. Thomas Aquinas: A Saint for Today”  
SPEAKER:   Dr. Thomas Dillon 
PLACE:    First American Financial Headquarters 
                   Lender’s Advantage Bldg., 3 First American Way, Santa Ana 
FOR INFORMATION:  Anne Lanphar 714 800-3225 alanphar@firstam.com  
                                                         or Dave Belz @ 949 347-0447 dbelz@kuhnbelz.com 
OUR WEBSITE:   www.stthomasmore.net  V 


