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Continued from page 2) A ﬁ"l'!! M Crod

The presence of the Holy Spirit was incredibly strong in
the Church that day as was Mary and all the angels and sainis,
This was a special day not only on earth but also in heaven,
before the altar of God bringing to mind the vision in Rev. 14,

The Mass concluded, the recessional hymn began and
the procession of priests and the Bishop began to exit the Church.

I stayed in the pew - literally overwhelmed with this
special event in which 1 had just participated. 1 sat thinking,
contemplating, absorbing, rejoicing.  Then [ was blessed 1o
witness something incredibly beautiful. One of the new voung

priests came down from the altar. His mother was in the second
row, As he approached her, she kneli down and he blessed her
with the sign of the Cross placing his hands softly on her head.
She gently, lovingly, took his hands in hers, and kissed them -
those special hands that she had brought into this world, had held
so many times, had washed and which were now the instruments
of Christ on earth. Tears came to my cyes as | turned away from
this precious moment between a mother and her son and [
thought about the love between another Mother and Son.. .and 1
prayed that someday, if it was God's will, that one of my sons
might be called to this special sacrament,

{Contimied from page 1) Our Chaplain

Christ's coming is not first of all for our own individual sins, but for the good of our fallen nature even if we were never to commit a
sin of our own. Just as the fall of our first parents resulted in a universal, shared inheritance of a human nature still good, but seriously
wounded, so Christ's principal work is to restore human nature as such, by overcoming the moral and physical sicknesses of soul and
body, and the death to which they lead. Perhaps we have had the intuition that our greatest spiritual difficulties are not our sins, but
our many conflicting inclinations, imperfections, and drives, which come not so much from our sins as from our wounded drives,
which come not so much from our sins as from our human nature. To be sure we are sinners, but even once our sins have been
forgiven, the biggest task we have is to live in accordance with our reason and faith, in the midst of the constant warfare of our
passions. We want to speak too much, eat too much, sleep too much, indulge our other passions, we feel greedy, wrathful, irritable,
lazy, lustful, even when we do not sin, do not give in. The tug of inordinate desires in our nature is one of the greatest crosses we bear,
Saint Paul was surely a saint, forgiven his great personal sin by the mercy of Christ in a most extraordinary way, yel as holy as he was,
he suffered from the onslaughts of his passions. These passions are the result of original sin, the so-called "law of sin" dwelling in our
bodies. Saint Paul speaks of his "thorn in the flesh,” which he prayed thrice that the Lord would remove. The answer came from
Christ: "My grace is sufficient for you, for strength is made perfect in weakness." The saints ceased to offend God, they were ready to
die rather than commit a mortal sin, and yet this was not because they did not endure the effects of original sin, just as the all were
subject to death, no matter how holy they were.

The point of the Christian life is not only to have our personal sins forgiven, but, after this obstacle has been removed, to
continue o grow in holiness, until, by God's grace, gradually, bit by bit, the weakness of our human nature becomes the very strength
of Christ. As the apostle says: "I can do all things in Him who strengthens me." Perhaps the reason why we still have such a problem
with repeated falls into our favorite sins is because, once we are forgiven through our contrition and the sacrament of penance, we then
do not seek to move on and make positive spiritual progress. Unless we are seeking Christ’s grace to be healed not only of the guilt of’
our sins, but also of their root causes sunk deep in our souls and bodies, then our Christian life is only a shadow of what it is meant to
be. For this we need a regimen of daily prayer (Would thirty minutes a day be too much if there were moncy to be made by praying?
Our Lord says "Where your treasure is there will your heart also be." But, come to think of it, we don't make money watching
television for a whole hour: so where's our excuse for noi praying?) and PENANCE.

No time of the year is associated with partying and pleasure as much as the Christmas season. What better atmosphere could
there be for a consideration of the self-imposed suffering of penance and mortification! (Do I hear a "bah, humbug!"?) Prayer wins for
us the grace we need to move along toward true happiness and peace of soul by establishing living contact with God in our hearts.
Penance is the opportunity to contradict our less noble inclinations by giving up something we are permitted 1o have. True enough the
Advent season is not a time of penance in the way Lent is. But some penance is in order all year 'round. If we never say "no” to some
legitimate desires, then chances are we will not be able 1o say "no" to some sinful ones,

If we want to understand the mind of Christ the Savior at Christmas, then we should try 1o overcome our weaknesses by some
voluntary self-denial Take a little less food, pour one less drink, rise a half-hour early and pray a thoughtful rosary before everyone
else gets up, do that chore so often neglected, wait and calm down before offering that helpful criticism, turn off the TV and be silent,
read a good, Catholic book like the adult Catechism of the Catholic Church (original sin is treated in pages 386-412!) instead of the
latest professional thriller, give more to the needy, and wait awhile for that improved PC, take five minutes in the shower instead of|
ten, or adjust the water a few degrees lower. If we offer Christ these works before Christmas, works of penance which help to overcome
our wounded nature's defects, then our joy at His coming can be more authentic. We might even begin to understand why He came
wrapped in poor rags lying in a feeding trough, unwelcomed by the busy world, and becoming wiser even than the wise, we might
offer Him the best present we have to give, not something money can buy, but something He can use, that which Mary and Joseph gave
Him: a human nature restored and whole.
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Scriptural Corner:

“For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of mean
also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels. " Mark 8:38

Coniment from The Navarre Bible - Saint Mark's Gaspel *

“Each person's eternal destiny will be decided by Christ. He is
the Judge who will come 1o judge the living and the dead (Mt
16:27). The sentence will depend on how faithful each has been
in keeping the Lord’s commandments—to love God and to love
one's neighbor, for God's sake. On that day Christ will not
recognize as his disciple anyone who is ashamed to imitate
Jesus' humility and example and follow the precepts of the
Gospel for fear of displeasing the world or worldly people: he
has failed to confess by his life the faith which he claims to
hold. A Christian, then, should never be ashamed of the Gospel
(Rom 1:16);, he should never let himself be drawn away by the
worldliness around him: rather he should exercise a decisive
influence on his environment, counting on the help of God’s
grace. The first Christians changed the ancient pagan world.
God's arm has not grown shorter since their time.” (Page 126)

* The Mavarre Hible, an edition of Sacred Scripiure prepared by members of the
Faculty of Theology of Mavarre University.

From The Library:

Come Down Zacchacus by Thomas H. Green, S. J.

As the Church moves into the “age of the laity”, Father
Green helps us to understand what is distinctive about lay
spirituality. The laity, he emphasizes, is not called to live some

distant and detached monastic life, but to live the gospel on the
ground of their ordinary daily lives. Green offers ideals and
principles of lay spirituality and suggests some ways of putting
them inio practice.

From St. Thomas More’s Writings:

“Mistrust Him, Meg, 1 will not, even though 1 feel
myself faint. Indeed, although 1 should feel my fear even to the
point of overthrowing me. yet shall T remember how St. Peter,
with a blast of wind, began to sink for his faint faith, and shall
do as he did—call upon Christ and pray Him to help. And then
I trust He shall set His holy hand unto me, and in the stormy
seas, hold me up from drowning..

“And finally, Meg, this 1 know well, that without my
fault He will not let me be lost...."

Wegemer, Gerard B. Thomas More: A Portrait of
Courage Scepter Publishers (1995) page 180

Ad Veritatem

ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY
Anne Lanphar

c/o Rutan & Tucker

611 Anton Blvd #1400

Costa Mesa, CA 92626
alanphar@mcimail.com

(714) 641-3450
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