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Ad Veritati_:m

For man has in
his heart a law
inscribed by

Grod... His con-
science is man's
MOSE Secrer core
and his sanctuary.
There he is alone
with God whose
voice echoes in his

depths.

At last month s meeting, Deborah Knefel, Deputy
City Attormey for Anaheim led an inspirational dis-
cussion focusing on returning fo those values and
dreams that originally led most lawpers to law
school. The following is a synopsis af her talk:

When I was in law school, 1 considered my
pursuit of a career in law an aspiration 1o a lofty pro-
fession. | thought of lawvers {and still do) as
"windmall tilters"- striving to seek justice for the op-
pressed, in service to others trodden upon by the Go-
liaths of the world. To me the ideal lawyers were
Abraham Lincoln and Clarence Darrow: effecting so-
cial justice and perhaps social change through their
idealistic advocacy,

Although, 1 did not intend to work for free,
I did not consider the legal profession as a quick anc
easy way to riches - [ would have stayed in mortgage
banking for that!

As lawyers living in the nineties, most of us
lament upon the jaded view that the public has of our

that the inversion of means and ends. which resulis in
giving the value of the ultimate end to that which is
only a means of attaining it... makes Christian con-
duct... almost impossible,

As Christians we are called upon o con-
stantly search our conscience which is given to us by
God in His own image.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
("CCC") states: "Deep within his conscience man dis-
covers a law which he has not laid upon himself bui
which he must obev. lis voice, ever calling to him
love and to do whai is good and 1o avoid evil. sounds
in his heart at the right moment...For man has in his
heart a law inscribed by God.. His conscience is
man's most secret core and his sanctuary, There he is
alone with God whose voice echoes in his depths.”
(CCC, Part Three "Life in Christ", Article 6 "Moral
Conscience”, Section 1776)

Because of this, we have a responsibility as
human beings. That "ruah", that spirit, can not be

profession and we search our souls: are we seekers of taken from us by anyone. No one describes this betier

justice and truth or merely chasers of the almighty
greenback, striving for glory, power and good press?
As judges, protems, arbitrators and lawyers, do we
interpret law to achieve justice or do we bend it, mas-
sage it, twist il and look for loopholes 1o achieve a
certain end?

Jesus was extremely critical of the religious
leaders of his time. They were rabbis and priests who
would interpret the Scripture. In a recent article in
the "Liguerian”, Mark Miller explains the human
proclivity, especially the more gifted. 1o "get around
the law". He cited an old testament story about how
some of the wealthier men would get around keeping
the Sabbath as a dav of rest. “Is it work 10 walk out-
side your home on the Sabbath?" One answer sug-
gested that a walk over 1,000 paces from your home
would be construed as work whether for the purpose
of checking one's fields or going to talk to a neighbor
about selling grain. Thus the rabbis ruled that 999
paces was the limit for walking from one's property,
The rich man would get around the law by sending
out a servant the day before to bury a piece of the
wealthy man's property every 999 paces [rom his
home to wherever it was he wanted to go, so he could
technically argue he was walking within the limit!
Johnny Cochran and F. Lee Bailey had nothing on
these guys!

This is an example of the consequence of in-
verting the ends and the means, Pope Fius X11 said

ithan Vikior Frankl in his book Man's Search for
Meaning which was writien while he was in a con-
centration camp. He explains how he did not allow
the Nazis to take this from him. They could take the
physical comforts, but not his dignity; not his ability
to know right from wrong.

Four "human" virtues play a pivotal role for
us as followers of Christ: prudence, justice, fortitude
and temperance, Human virtues are firm attitudes,
staple dispositions, habilual perfections ol intellect
and will that govern our actions, order our passions,
and guide our conduct according to reason and faith.
These virtues are acquired by human effort. They are
the fruit and seed of morally good acts; they dispose
all the powers of the human being for communion
with divine love. These human virtues are also
known as the cardinal virtues because they are central
and basic and all virues are grouped around them,
(See CCC Sections 1804 & 1805)

Prudence is the viriue that disposes practi-
cal reason to discern our true good in every circum-
stance and to choose the right means of achieving it.
It was defined by Thomas Aquinas as "right reason in
action”. 1t is not to be confused with timidity or fear,
nor with duplicity or dissimulation. 1t is prudence
that immediately guides the judgment of the con-
science. With the help of this virtue we apply moral
principles to particular cases without error and over-
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come doubts about the good to achieve and the evil to avoid. (See
CCC Section 1806)

Justice 15 the moral virtue that consists in the constant
and firm will to give their due to God and neighbor. Justice to-
ward men disposes one to respect the rights of each and 1o estab-
lish in human relationships the harmony that promotes equity
with regard to persons and to the common good. (See CCC Sec-
tion 1807}

Faortitude or courage is the moral virtue that ensures
firmness indifficulties and constancy in the pursuit of the good. Tt
strengthens the resolve to resist temptations and 1o overcome ob-
stacles in the moral life, The virtue of fortitude enables one to
conquer fear, even fear of death, and to face trials and persecu-
tions. (See CCC Section 1808)

Temperance is the virtue that moderates the attraction of
pleasures and provides balance in the use of created goods. It en-
sures the will's mastery over instincts and keeps desires within the

limits of what 1s honorable. (See CCC 1809)

As Christian lawyers, we have a responsibility to witness
our Faith = not to corner someone and force the Good News down
their throat, rather the legal profession, when coupled with the
grace of God, is the perfect vehicle to achieve social justice and
accomplish charity through our works: working pro bono cases,
voluntcering as protems or arbitrators, or being involved in com-
munity events and fund raising. Most of all, in our work, we have
the opportunity to practice the pursuit of justice and equity in the
name of Christ. If we can turn inward, to our inscribed con-
science, and if we practice these virtues, we can accomplish Char-
ity which is the profound theological virtue.. by which we love
God above all things for His own sake and our neighbor as our-
selves, .. (See CCC Section 1812 &1813)

By remembering that our Constitution itscll has Chris-
tian foundations and continually practicing the four cardinal
virtues, we can get back to that law school ideal: service to our
COMUTIILY.
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city, John was taken captive and held for ransom. Shackled in
irons and in water up to his knees, he had a vision of Saint Francis
indicating to him that he was to become a member of that order
and a priest. Capistran was furious, overcome by bouts of deep
sadness, fils of anger, depression and bitterness. He told himself
that he would never become priest. much less a friar! Saint Fran-
cis appeared to him again and upbraided him for his obstinacy

This time Capistran gave in, telling a fellow friar years later - "|
saw finally that it was God's holy will that | serve Him alone.”
With lawyerly powers of persnasion, he persuadedhis jailers 1o
provide him with the cloth of the Franciscan habitfrom which he

Hearing of this remarkable conversion, the Franciscan superior
came, paid the ransom, and gave him a real habit. John was re-
leased, returned to Perugia, sold his belongings, returned his fi-
ancee's dowry, asked pardon of his enemies, and rode out of town
toward the nearby Franciscan monastery where he was warily re-
ceived as a recent convert from the ways of the world.

Capistran became the most famous preacher in Europe,
speaking to immense crowds throughout laly. Germany, Austria,
Hungary, and Bohemia He appealed for social justice, especially
with respect to the suppression of unjust interest on loans o the
poor as well as for the reformation of the lives of the clergy who
were in a period of great decadence and confusion. His last pro-
ject was to lead an international army of Christians to halt the
assault on Belgrade in Serbia. His little army succeeded against

fashioned the best habit he could and put it on right in the jail. judge should not follow the opinion of others. He should ascend

a force that had already prevailed against Constantinople and the
whole of Greece. Capistran died in 1458 and was canonized in
1690,

For our purposes, his most imporianl sermons were a
Lenten series given in Milan in the 1440s devoted to the duties of
lawyers and judges. "He complains of the continually increasing
difficulties in the study of law. One school of law supplants an-
other. In the turmoil of opinions and views, the poor
judge.. seems to move in the swarm of lawyers as in a swarm of
vipers and dragons: and what is worse, many queer-headed fel-
lows, ‘1o speak of lawvers like mysell,’ make it their business to
invent new solutions in order to appear smarter than others. The

to the springs of truth instead of drinking from the rills. He de-
scends to the minutest detail regarding the judges, the lawvers, the
assessors, the consultors, the procurators, the witnesses, and other
persons who are concerned with the practice of law.. .Capistran
lashes the sins of lawyers, their garrulous, lambasting. noisy be-
havior before court, and especially their uglvereed: Money con-
quers, money triumphs, money rules”... Just lawvers, on the other
hand, are like soldiers who. suffering fromthousand wounds, still
fight for their country.  Such lawvers win the crown of eternal
life..." (Hofer, p. 120-121)

May Saint John of Capistran intercede for the Christian
lawyers of our country that they might obtain that crown from
Christ, the Just Indge of all!

APRIL DISCUSSION TOPIC:
“ADDICTION & GRACE*

At the upcoming April 18th meeting, the discussion will
|be led by the Honorable David McEachen, Orange County Supe-
rior Court Judge His topic will be "Addiction & Grace". To

|esis 1:27-3.24; Exodus 1-15; and Romans 5:12-8:39.
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