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Ad Veritatem

Greg candidly ad-
mitted that he never
let his Catholic faith
interfere with his
waork, political
views, or his recre-
ation. His faith was
neatly compartmen-
talized into Sunday
Muss and selected
times of charity.

At last month's meeting, Greg Weiler of called sons of God.
Palmieri, Tyler, Wicner, Wilhelm & Waldron gave a  “Blessed are those who are persecuted for rightecus-
beautiful and decply felt summary of his life, includ- ness' sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven,
ing admissions of his own failings and a moving tes- “Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute
timonial as to the profound influence of Christ in his vou and witer all kinds of evil against vou falsely on

life. My account, Rejoice and be glad, for vour reward is
Greg is a cradle Catholic including 12 years great in Heaven, " (Matthew 5:3-12)
of Catholic school education but adolescence and "The Beatitudes depict the countenance of |
adulthood found him fully integrated into the secular Jesus Christ and portray His charity. They express
world. A symptom of this secularism was evidenced the vocation of the faithful associated with the glory
by the "I discase: 1 want this, I need this, [ accom- of His Passion and Resurrection; they shed light on
plished this, I have this talent, Jdon't like this, Greg the actions and attitudes characteristic of the Chris-
candidly admitted that he never let his Catholic faith tian life; they are the paradoxical promises that sus-
interfere with his work, political views, or his recre- tain hope in the midst of tribulations; they proclaim
ation. His faith was neatly compartmentalized into the blessings and rewards already secured, however
Sunday Mass and selected times of charity. Greg dimly, for Christ's disciples; they have begun in the
compared his life at that time to being like the Hubble lives of the Virgin Mary and all the Saints.
tclescope before the fix: a fuzzy unusable image of "The beatitudes we are promised confromnis
what he was trying to scc and be.  Through young us with decisive moral choices. It invites us to purify
adulthood, he felt a certain anxiety - an ill-defined but our hearts of bad instincts and to seek the love of]
surely present uncasiness in his life. God above all else. It teaches that irue happiness is
Greg's conversion to a true Christian life not found in riches or well being, in human fame or
was gradual but was nonctheless by revelation from power, or in any human achievement - however bene-
the hand of God. Although he was not born in Tarsus ficial it may be - such as science, technology, and art,

and never travelled the Damascus Road, over a ten
year period of marriage, exposure 10 a holy man, and
the influence of the Christian community at the Mis-
sion San Juan Capistrano culminating in a "Cursillo”
retreal, Greg came 1o dedicate himself 1o the Chris-
tian ideal and Christ.

What is the Christian ideal? The Catechism
of the Catholic Church ("CCC") describes a vocation
in Christ in terms of the Beatitudes (CCC Section
1716):

"The Beatitudes are the heart of Jesus' preaching.
They take up promises made (o the Chosen People
since Abrakam. ..,

“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the king-
dom of Heaven,

“Blessed are those who mouwrn for they shall be com-
| forted.

"Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righ-
teousress, for they shall be satisfied

“"Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain
mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
Giod.

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be

or indeed in any creature but in God alone, the
source of every good and of all love."

The bottom line 1s that each of us must place
Christ as our ideal, the ullimate, irreducible standard,
which we must apply to every aspect of our life. We
must become a martyr for Christ, not by giving up our
life, but by the more difficultl task of sacrificing our
life for Christ day in and day out, week in and week
out, year in and year out.

If we all know the ideal. why don't we prac-
tice it? If we truly believe that Jesus Christ is our
Creator, if we truly believe in His love and His
promises of eternal life with Him, then why don't we
“Just de "7

5. Thomas More stated that it would be
wholly illogical and, in fact, nonsensical to accept in
a conscious trade the benefits we derive from this
shori temporal life, for all eternity. Unfortunately,
the answers to the above queries are all too evident.
Motwithstanding the degree of dedication to the
Christian ideal, we apparently are unwilling to dedi-
cate the resources necessary to live the ideal. We can-
not do it alone, but only from the grace of God. We
must seek that grace - it can be acquired in many

See WEILER (Continuad on page 31
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